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(3) 
PSALM XxXi. 23. 


O Love the Lord all ye his Saints; for the Lord 
preſerveth the Faithful, and plentifully reward- 
eth the Proud Doer. 


J is agreed on all hands, that David compos'd this 
* when he was under ſome very remarkable 
i 
b 


1 


treſs; either when Saul's Perſecutions had 
rought h im almoſt to deſpair of his ſaſety, as in 
the Wilderness of Mao, when he was encompas'd 
by his Forces, and ſeem d entirely depriv'd of any means 
to eſcape; or elſe when the unnatural Ambition of his 
beloved Son Auſalom, and the defection of his People | 
had forc'd him to ty from Jeruſalem, without any appa- | 
rent prohabilit returning thither again, And his 
apprehenſion of Danger at this time was ſo ftrong, as al- 
molt to get the better of his Faith; the experience he 
formerly had of God's Almighty Power, and Infinite 
Goodneſs towards him, his own natural Courage, and 
His © onfidencen the Divine Protection, even thele put 
together were but juſt enough to keep him from deſpond- 
ung, and gwing himſelf upto a Fate that in appearance 
Was unavoidable, 
Do bat obſerve how feelingly he expreſſes the arguiſh 
of his Soul: Have mercy, O Lord, for I am in trouble, my 
Life %: ſnent with grief, and mine years with fighng. My 
ftrength fuleth becauſe of mine iniquity, and my bones arg 
conſumed. I was a reproach among all ny enemies, eſpeci- 
ally among my neighbours, a fear to mine acquaintance \ and 
they that did ſee me without fled from ine. I am forgotten as 
4 dead Man out of mind, I am like a broken veſſel, Fear was 
un every fiae whilft they took Counſel together azainft me, 
they de vii d to take away my life, deliver me from the hand 
of mine enemies, and ow them that perjecute we : mute 
44 face to ſhine ipon me, and ſave me for thy mercies 
Ale. 
lle Prays, you ſee, like one in the utmoſt extremity, 
like one that thought himſelf upon the very brink of 
ruin. Theſe were dark moments in Which he almoſt 
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loft ſight of the Providence that guarded him: But they 
did not laſt long, He quickly recover'd his former Con- 
fidence, and that to ſuch a degree, that he immediately 
fell into Praiſes and grateful Acknowledgments, as if 
his deliverance had been already paſt : How great is thy 
goodneſs which thou haſt laid up for them that fear thee, 
which thou haſt wrought for them that truſt in thee before the 
fons of Men. Thou Spalt hide them in the ſecret of th 
Preſence from the pride of Men. Thou Halt keep them 2 
cretl in a Pavilion from the ſtrife of tongues, Bleſſed be 
the Lord, for he hath ſhewed me his marvellous kindneſs in 
a ftrong City. I ſaid in my haſt, I am cut off from before 
wine eyes, nevertheleſs Thou heard'ft the worce of my 
fepplication when I cried unto thee, And then follow the 
words of the Text, as a very proper and ſeaſonable ad- 
dreſs to all that depended upon God's Protection, O 
Love the Lord all ye his Saints, for the Lord preſerveth the 
Faithful, aud plentifully xewardeth the Proud Deer. 


Here we may obſerve, Erft, That God is a ſecure ne- 
fuge, a Rock of Defenſe to all that truſt in him, He 
Pre ſerveth the Faithful. | 

Secondly, That he fo far efpovſes their Cauſe, as te 
fake Vengeance of their Oppreſſors, and turn their 
wicked deſigns upon their own Heads, He plentifully re- 
wardeth the Proud Doer. The Man who in Comfidence 
of his own ſtrength, or upon preſumption that God will 
not interpoſe, dares to violate the rules of Juſtice, to 
oppreſs the Good and Virtuous, and perſecute the 
Faithfal ; Him the Vengeance of God will cercainly- os 
vertake. 1 
» Thirdly, That this is a very reaſonable indueement 
with the True Worlhippers of Ged to heighten their 
Veneration for, and eſtabliſh their Confidence in him. 
O Love the Lord, all ye his Saints, for the Lord preſerveth 
the Faithful, &c. 


In theſe three Heads we have the fall import of the 
Text, which at another time I ſhonld inſiſt upon, aud 
conſider em diſt inctly in a different manner from what 
I now intend to do: but at preſent I beg leave go make 
them rather the occaſion than the ſubiect of * 
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We cannot but obſerve how applicable they are to 
our ſelves and our own Circumſtances, Whether we 
look back upon what has befaln this Church and Na- 
tion ſince the Reformation : Whether we refle& upon 
the extraordinary, and almoſt unparalell'd Cauſe of 
this Thankſgiving, the Noble Work God has lately 


Wrought for us; or whether we conſider the Strength, 


the Malice and Subtilty, the indefatigable Induſtry and 
Obſtinacy of the Enemy, and how nexr God has brought 
him to a neceſlity of hearkening to reaſonable Terms. 

No People under Heaven have more ſignally experi- 
enc'd God's Protection than we have done; none have 
ſeen their Enemies more wonderfully, or more {hime- 
fully defeated ; and therefore none have greater cauſe 


to rely ſtill upon God, to take Courage, and animat?2 


themſclves, in an humble Confidence that He: will 
ſtrengthen their Hearts, and Hands, and bring the 


Work He has hitherto fo eminently proſper'd, to the 


defired Iſſue. And, O may it pleate our Almighty Pro- 
tector to give us Grace, to celebrate his Praiſe with 
Hearts truly Thankful for the abundance of his Mer- 
cies. That we may Love him fincerely with all the 
Powers of our Soul, (i. e.) make his Service, and our 
2 to his Will, the Joy and Buſineſs of our 
Ives, * 1228 

The greateſt Bleſſing that can befall a People in this 
World, is to be under ſuch an Adminiſtration of Affairs, 
as that they may poſſeſs themſelves and their Eſtates in 
Peace, be ſubjected to no fort of Tyranny, whether it 
be exercis'd over the Mind of Body; but have their 
Conſciences, and their Judgments free; have the Truth 
ſet before them, and be at liberty to cloſe with aud 
embrace it: Have their Purſes and their Fortunes their 
owh, and enjoy em as they ſee good, without other 

Limitation or Reſt riction than What the Laws of G 
and their Country bring em under. 225155. 8 
Theſe are Bleſſings not enough to be valu'd'z and if 
not peculiar to the Britiſh Nation, yet pollels'd by it in 
a fuller meaſure than any other that we know, can boaſt 
of. Tis true, they have been preſerv'd at a vaſt ex- 
pence of Blood and Treaſure, but they have not been 
tov deeply purchas'd; nor can any Man pretend to 
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Love his Country, and to underſtand wherein the Hap- 
7 it conſiſts, that would not joy fully hazard his 

ife in ſuch a Cauſe, And if this be rightly conſider'd, 
we pre*ently diſcover the Infinite goodne's of God: 
towards us in all Ages, and the mighty reaſon we have 
to 2»deavour to make our felves worthy of his Pro- 
tection. | 

There are two Powers perpetually ſtruggling to bring 
our Minds and Bodies under an jgnommious-ſlavery : 
Both of them wound rule Arbitrarily and Abſolutely, 
and envy us the happineſs of living like Men, (that is) 
like creatures endued with Underſtanding and Will.“ 
And if we reflect upon the ſubtilty of the one, and 
the ſtrength of the other, and that neither of them 
ſtick at any means to accompliſh their enterpriſes; we 
may conclude of our own Civil and Eccleſiaſtical State 
(as the Pfalmiſt did of that of the Fews) That if 
ahe Lord himielf had not been on our fide when men roſe up 
againft us. they had ſwallowed us up quick when they were 
fo wrathfully dilplexs'd at us, the waters had overmhelmed 
ws,, and the ftream had gone over our Souls, 

Many Hundreds of years, our Anceſtors and all Eu- 
rope were in Spiritual Bondage to the Church of Rome, 
forc'd to receive her imperious Dictates as the rule of 
Faith and Practice. without daring to have recourſe to 
their own Eyes, Ears, or Underſtandings: The Scrip- 
tures, thoſe Fountains of Celeſtial Light and Wiſdome, 
were ſhut up and withheld from them, and nothing: 
was repreſented to them as more Dangerous and Here- 
tical, than to be inquiſitive and ſearch after Truth, 
But in proceſs of time, it pleaſed God to raiſe up 
ſome Active and Zealous Spirits that began to diſcover- 
to the reſt of Mankind the Darkneſs they were kept 
ing That inſtead of True Religion and a Reaſonabie: 
Service, they had nothing but Superſtitious Idolatrous 
Practices, with a blind implici: Obedience to the 
Prieſt, the Baſis upon which his Dominion ſtood : And 
it is not eaſie to ſay how all Hearts at that time were 


poſſeſsd with Indignation, and reſolv'd to throw off 


the Yoke. In this Illand and the Dominions belonging 
to it; in Germany and the Lom- Countries, in France 


and Poland ; in Sweeden, and in Denmark; the Pro- 
greſs 
| 
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reſs ef the Reformation was ſwift to a Miracle: All 
yes were open, and all Ears were greedily attentive 
to the Truth. Even in /raly were the Pontiff Reign d, 
and in Spein, where the People were univerſally aban- 
don'd to Superſtition, Ignorance, and Pleaſure, there 
did not want many that were willing to bear teſtimony 
to the Truth, till the Barbarous methods of the In- 
uiſition ſtop'd their Mouths: For when the Biſhop of 
F uns ſaw that all was at ſtake, he not only ſet up this 
Inhumane Tribunal, the Cruelties whereof exceed all 
that ever were invented by the moſt exquiſite Malice 
of former Ages, bat closd in with the Ambition of 
Philip II. King of Spain; and to ſecure his own Power, 
was Willing to promote his Defigns, This was a Bi- 
tted and a Mercileſs Prince; it is incredible what 
aughter he made in the Low Coumtries by his outra* 
gious Executiotioner the Duke of Alva, and in all other 
Places where his Power reach'd nay, for a ſure 
roof of his inveterate hatred to the Proteſtant 
Yrinciples, he gave up his own Son Charles, a Prince 
of great hopes, to the Mercy of the Brutiſh Inqui- 
ſitors, becauſe he was ſuſpected to favour em; and 
that he might wound the Reformation in its Principal 
and Vital Part, he prepar'd the famous, and never to 
be forgotten Invaſion in 1588, ſet out a Fleet of Shi 
ſuch, as for their monſtrous bulk and the number o 


them, were never ſeen before; ſtor d them abundantly 


with all things neceſſary to ſo great an enterprize, not 
forgetting ( as Hiſtory informs us ) great variety of In- 
ſtruments of Cruelty, that were to be made uſe of 
when they had ſubdu'd this Place; ſuffer'd his Vanity 
to give this Fleet, this Fleet that in appearance was 
truly formidable, the name of Invincible; and then bid it 
go and Conquer England, and exterpate that deteſtable 
Herefie that had prevail'd there, without ſenſe of Re- 
morſe or Pit; without regard to Sex, Age, or De- 
gree: But here the Lord made bare his Arm in the 
Defence of this Land, and Protected the Glorious Queen 
Elizabeth in lo viſible a manner, that like Deborah, the 
Stars in their courſes fought on her fide. The Lord 


blaſted the deſigu with the Breath of His Mouth, and 


Wind and Storms fulfill'd his Word. And as the Ad- 
| mira 
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miral and Captains then employ'd by the Queen, were 
len of Honour, Probity, and true Courage, 0 God 


ſtrengthen'd their Hearts; enabled them to look upon 


thoſe floating Caſtles with Contempt; and by his 
afliſtance, with Bravery and Reſolution to vanquiſh 


em. It was not the Pope's Bleſſing, nor his Conſecra- 


ted Banner that could fave. em; his unchriſtian Curſes 
which he poured forth very plentifully upon this occa- 
ſion, flew over the Engliſo Heads,. or rather Recoil d 
back upon thoſe to whom hie had been ſo prodigal of 
his Indulgences 3 and the defeat was fo ſignal, that the 
Wrecks were ſeen upon every Coait, and ſcarce one of 
them remain'a to go home aud tell the News; 2 

This was a ſtroke never recover 'd by that Aſpiring 
Prince; he ibon ſaw and felt the Eugliſßh Fleets upon 
his own Coaſts; he was ſo far from coming any more 
to diſturb the Veace of this Country, that the Magna- 
nimous Queen carried the War home to him; took his 
oppre Aid Subjects of the Low Countries under her Pro- 
tectiom ; ſupported them in ſpight of all his Force; 
nor could the inexhauſtible Riches of the Indies make 
him a march for her. She repos'd her confidence in 
God, and He never fail'd her in her extremity; A great 
many villamous deſigns againſt her Life miſcarried, and 
the miſchief turud upon tſie contrivers Heads; fo that 
me ti-3{h'd a long Life and Reign with Glory, and left 
her bright Exa uple a Pattern to Poſterity. 

For tome time before and after this Invaſion, we have 
a Scene of Helbſh Plots and unheard of Perfidiouſneſs, 
and u merciful Executions in moſt parts of Chriſten: 
dom: The E euch Proteſtants are lull'd into ſecurity 
by pecious Favours, a pretence of Confidence repos d 
in em, and a great Alliance concluded as a bond of a 
laſt ing Friendſhip ; and then at a day prefix'd, are 'Bot- 
en dee, Gon > 

That Infernal contrivance of the Gun-powder Trea- 
om ar Pome; was yer à more extenſive and greater 
alete of vilkiny : Where the Royal Family 
11G T1 2 tes 0 es or Parlament were tO have periſh'd 
„d, and the moſt conliderable Perſons that 
ent, to have been cut off afterwards by a par- 


- * 
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fon ; certainly known, and bleſs'd, if not form'd and de - 
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But the Almighty and for ever Adorable Providence 
of God { which for ends beſt known to it ſelf, ſuffer d 
the implacable malice of the Adverſary to fall ſo heavy 
won the Heads of our Friends and Brethren Abroad) 
was always pleas'd to interpoſe and ſhelter this Favou- 
rite People: The deep-laid ſecret came to maturity 
came to the very point of Execution; but then God 
laid it open, ſhew'd in a fall diſcovery the frightfub 
danger, and never ſuſfer'd thei to feel the leaſt part of 
it, O Love the Lord therefore all ye his Sainte, for the. 
Lord pr eferyeth the Faithful, | 
The Ambition that is carried on under pretence of 
Religion, is much more indefatigable thaw that which 
a5 only Civil power for its object ; and there are many 
90d Reaſons ty be given for it which I have not time to 
nit upon; but it is true in Fact beyond Contradiction. 
There are many Ancient and Modern Examples af reſt- 
es ſpirits that have been check d and cow/d by frequent 
iſappointments, and their tow'ring Thoughts brought 
ow ; But Popery is never found to be quiet; the ſame 
daffled defizn ſtill is and will be carried on, till God is 
eas d (as one day we truſt he will) to open their 
yes, and convert their Heat ts, 
The Fortunate and Victorious Emperor Charles the 
th, was not always ſo tractable to the Church of Nome 
$ſhe deſired, nor could ſhe bring him entirely in to her 
eaſures, but ſhe enter'd into a cloſer correſpondence 
ith his Son, till by a concurrence of many and ſtrange 
auſes, that Prince was brought below the Fear or En- 
of his Neighbours. Then She betookher ſelf to the 
rench King: And tho her trulty Votaries the Jeſuits are 
the Cabinets of all the Princes of that Communion 
et for the better part of this laſt Century, they are 
zought to have ſerv'd none faithfully but him: And 
e in requital has been wrought to a belief that her E- 
mies are his; under which notion he has weakned 
unſelf, and his Country, by deitroying and driving a- 
ay the beſt and moſt uſefal of his People. He has 
em'd to make it his Principal care that her Empire 
night go hand in hand with his: Nay, where be has 
[ted and paus d, and by a pretended Peace {uſp:uded his 
n farther progreſs, even there he has taken care _ 
er 
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hor Intereſts ſhould goon, and her Dominion extend ir 
El. 
No ſince the caſe ſtands thus with vs, fince neither 
Truce nor Quarter is to be had with Rome, nor Peace 


e am 
NO 


e Dif 


with France longer than we have Power to enforce it: e 
How valuable muſt thoſe Victories be with which God r 
has of late years bleſs d our Arms, and how much rea- 5 ap 
fon have we to rejoyce in his Salvation! 3 
The great ſtruggle heretofore for the Fmpire of Eu- . 
rope was betwixt France and Spain: They were the oor 


two contending Potentates, and the buſineſs of other . 1 þ 
Princes and States was to fave themſelves, by preſer- . 
ving as equal a poiſe as they could betwixt them ; that — 
neither the one nor the other might gain too great. a 0 
ſuperiority: But ſince the mighty declenſion of the < 
Spaniſh Monarchy, occaſion'd ( as far as ſecond Cauſes Poul 

are diſcernable) by the expulſion of the Maors and — C 
Jews, the vaſt multitude of Religious Houſes, and Mili- {<< 2? 


tary Orders, and the great Governments and Plantati- — 
ons in America, which have exhauſted the Country of cr 


Men, and their unaccountable ill management and ill 
Husbandry that have rendred their prodigious Riches ed th 
uſeleſs, the name of Pain has been ſupported. by her I, V. a 
Neighbours : At the expenſe of their Blood and Treaſure, , ef 
ina great meaſure have her ſcatter'd. Dominions been 
reſerv'd, But now Spain is for the moſt part in Erench 
ands; and if the remaining Branch of the Houſe of Au- 
ftria were ſubdu'd, what could ſtop the progreſs of the 
French Arms, when thoſe multitudes of diſciplin'd For- 
ces, Which are now divided into ſeparate Bodies, and at 
4 very great diſtance from one another, ſhould come to 
be united in one or two great Armies? The Power of God 
is the ſame, but outward appearances would be ſtr ingely 
alter'd, and an Heart not fortified with Divine Courage 
would melt with fear at ſuch a thought; and this te V; 
throughout the whole courſe cf the French King's long, ite 


r Gen 


and till of late proſperous Reign, has been the ſubject ot 18 
his Politick Schemes and Deſigns ; and he has more than . f Gr 
once been very near the accompliſhment of it. q a 
How has he broken the Force of the Empire, by pre- x C f li 
vailing with ſome Princes to be unconcern'd, by feeding Os 5 
the vain hopes of others, and awing the reit? How hey * ” hugs 
0 8 
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e ambarras'd the Emperor's Affairs by aſſiſting the 
en 


von Enemy of Chi dome againſthim; fomenting, 
ther . Diſcontents and Unquiet humours of his People, — 


5 
5 2 more indirect and ſecret ways, fruſtrating his Coun- 
Gd and circumventing his Deſigns? And, as a finiſhing. 


roke to all the reſt, he found means to bring the Duke 
Bavrria with his Brother of Cullen into his Intereſts, 
d ſent him at the Head of a Powerful Army into the 


; 2 ereditary Countries. I need not ſay what apprehenſi- 
ther N this caus'd at Vienna, how the News of it was re- 
eler- v'd by the reſt of the Confederates, or what Conſe- 


ences they ſuſpected from it: That is ſufficiently ſeen 
gat 4 the preſſing inſtances the Emperor made for Succours, 


the the feed wherewith mw were diſpatch'd to him 
auſes ur Queen and the States. Nothing but extreme ne- 
and ſſity could have induc'd them to ſend fo conſiderable a 
Mili- ce by ſuch long Marches, and through ſo many diffi- 


ies, to a place where after all they could hope to do 
of Febing, but with manifeſt hazard, and under all imagi- 
4 in able diſadvantage: But the Bravery and Conduct of 
iches r Generals, and undannted Courage oftheir Men, car- 
her ed them through all obſtacles to a compleat and glori- 
fore, Victory. A Victory fo great, and of ſuch conſequence, 
been et Providence thought it enough to make us digeſt 
2 ith Patience ſome Di —_— that the enſuing year 

oughtalong with it; ſince when we have been Bleſs'd 
frheW' a ſeries of Succeſſes, every Campaign. has ended 

the enlargement of our Borders, and every Action 
* been attended with ſomething ſurprizingly advanta- 


ne tous. God has been pleas d to demonſtrate his Preſence 
God ith us, 7 ing ſomething ſtill in the Courſe of our 


llitary Operations, above what the Wiſdome, Appli- 
rage f. on, and Conſtancy of the Generals (Great as they 


te Victory which we are now aſſembled gratefully to 

* Knowledge, is a ſignal proof. , g 
5. The Greatneſs of a Victory is commonly computed by 
e ſlaughter and havock that is made of the Enemy, 
pre- d the little damage ſuſtain d on the Conquering ide. 
ding muſt be confeſs'd this was Bloody on both ſides: But 
has Peu if the advantageous ſcituation of the Enemy, and 
he Pe ſtrength of their Intrenchments are duly conſider d, 
it 


e) durſt have promis'd themſelves: And of this, the 
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it will be acknowledg'd that no Action could be meœxe foffork in 
the Glory of the Confederate Arms. Our Friends ſee n uſt a 
to have had the ſtrongeſt apprehenſions when all was d laſt! 
ver, When they view d the Ground in cool blood, confifffGive 
der'd the diſpoſition of the Works, and the difficultieſhm vs 
of the Attack, they were ready to charge themſelve , ft 
with raſhneſs in the attempt. Bat God, who Blels'd thithe Sa 
undlertaking, rais'd their Spiri:+to it: Twas his doing our pr 
and the more evidently (ov, becanſe marvellous in thiflith ou 
eyes of thoſe that were his Inſtruments, O Love us ca! 
Lord therefore all ye us Saints, for the Lord pre ſerveipld faſt 
the Faithful. And if we W, know how far he hath r The ! 
warded the Proud Dover, we need only look back upaſome, a 
the Grandeur in which be ſtood ſome years ſince, anar he 
compare it with the circumſtances of his preſent Condfur'd a 
tion, Time was when he thought his Empire ought tinces 1 
be extenſive as the light; that he might carry his Arnft bein 
where he ple:s'!, without other pretenſe than the enfſſuſe the 
creaſe of his Glory; That it was his Prerogative to git have 
Lars to all about him, and that whoſoever diſpute ade th 
Diccires affronted him. ths Riches, his Strength, ante the 
tne Holicy of his Councils, made him truly formidable; it ſel} 
and many thought it adviſable to make the beſt tern unt an 
they could with uch an overgrown Power, rather tho mu 
hazard all in a ſtruggle fo vaſtly unequal. But how od the 
pleas d che juſt Providence of God to change the Scen@appriz 
We now lee the emblems of his Pride and Vanity) of the 
mongſt the Trophies of his Enemies; Infirmities groffhurch « 
upon him, and the tedious Hours are worn away in ant what 
ons Fiughts, His Miniſters are wrack'd with diſtrFnuine « 
cting ares; and his Chiidren are diſſatisfied with thiſſomote | 


Ad nmiſt ration: His Revenoes fail, and his People muſe hatre 
mur: Every year reſtores ſonething of his former ed ag; 
croicoments, and does fnitice in jonas new AdvantaWr Ance 
to hs injur d Neighbours, And (Which is moſt terribleFe, and 
Heaven it fir desteres againft him, denies him ftruithf Paint i 
Seaſons, 1nakxes his Landabortive, and deprives the nem mig 
ferable inhabitants of a neceſſary ſubſiſtance. But I mu me 1] 
not dweil upon this part, tis dreadful to ſee even our WW: Ear: 
nemies under the hand of God, humanity cannot forbe Reaſon! 
to ly aphathize with em, and tao they hate us, thin into « 


are proper objects of our Pity, And oh} may it pleale 
: | | migh 
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ighty God to grant, that this pyniſhment of his, may 
= in the e that obdurate Prince, a Ades 
uſt and moderate Counſels, that may end in a firm 
laſt ing Peace. | 

Give me leave now to make two or three Inferences 
m vhait has been faid, ard fo I ſhall conclude. And 
le, If the Faithfil are the Perſons whom God preſerves, 
thiithe Saints only have claim to bis Protection: Then it 
ing} our principal intereſt to deal uprightly with Hio and 
th our ſelves, the buſineſs of Religion muſt be our ſe- 
us care, we muſt endeavour to underſtand, and then 
ld faſt the Truth, | 
The French King in his moſt Solemn Declarations at 
ome, at Rome, and at Madrid, has profeis'd that the 
ar he carries on is a War of Religion: He has endea- 
ur'd at Rome to bring upon the Emperor and other 
inces that are in that Communion, a Suſpicion of their 
s Arnt being ſufficiently well affected to her Intereſts, be- 
the enfluie they oppoſe themſelves to his Deſtyns. He would 


to git have it thought that a thirſt of Dominion makes him 
ted Made the Rights of his Neighbours, but a Zeal to pro- 
ch, anfÞote the Roman Faith, and prevent Hereſy from ſpread- 
idablefſs it ſelf. Now if this row {es us to be on our Guard, if Pro- 

79 tant and Reform d are names that are ſtill dear to us, 
r tha 


w much more would they be fo, if Men — urder- 
d their full import and worth !If they were through- 
appriz'd of the faiſhood, abſurdity and wicked tenden- 


how 
Scent 


anity MW of the. Romiſh Doctrines, and that knew their own 
5 groÞurch offer'd nothing either to their belief or practice, 
in ant what is moſt agreeable to the Word of God, and the 

diſtrFvine dictates of Reaſon ; and aims at nothing but to 
1th ti gomote their preſent and future happineſs : But I doubt 
e muſe hatred and diſpleaſure which a great many have con- 
ner ghd againſt Roye, is rather cuſtomary, than rational. 
vantaWr Anceſtors who were perſecuted for Righteouſneſs 


rrible 
trui 
the m 
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e, and felt the Tender Mercies of Popery, endeavour'd 
Paint it in its true Colours, that their Children alter 
em might neither be hurt nor deceiv d by it: So the 
ame ſtil] carries a terrible and odious found to a Prote- 
nt Ear; but I ſear a great many would be puzlcd to give 
Nealon for it. A multitude of her barbarous Acts are 
n into obliyien, others by ſubtle artifice} and uncom- 

| mon 


they are held by their ſpiritual Guides, but 


(14) 


mon aſſurance are eall'd in queſtion ; few will be at tl 
pains of ſearching paſt Records, ſcarce any will he pre 
vail*d upon to exantine Principles, and ſeriouſly ro e 
ſider their natural tendency : So the fright fal Charact 
wears off a- pace, the Wolf eve: y day vets farther int 
the Sheeps cloathing, and will at laſt come to he look 
upon as tame and harmlels, Would to God, Peopl 


would be wrought upon to eonſider 19 deſpicable an 


how dangerons this neglect of Know!-!ye and Ii ſt ruct 
on is; it leaves them open to the infinuarions of Error, li 
able to be carried away with every wind of falie U 

ctrine, expoſes them to Contempr, and covers them wit 
Shame, when they are call'd upon to explain their ow 
Principles, and forced to betray theit unpAardonable lg 
norance. Nay, as {obſerv'd before, it will n time eff; 
chat Averſion they have been bred up with to the Popi 
Principles: That Averſion upon Which they may aſſu 

themſelves their Liberties and Properties depend hi 

will not long be preſerv'd after u. 

The Papiſts are generally Civil and Well bred, the 
are train'd up to a 2 inoffenſive Behaviour. 2nd at 
ſo dextrous in Converſation, that they ſeldom fail of in 
nvating themſelves mto the good opinion of thode th 
are acquainted with; and therefore People who kno 
nothing of their Doctrines, and of the _ in whi 

y Repor 
are very apt to ſuſpe& they are miſrepreſented, and i: 
jur'd : They are not eaſie to be perſwaded, that fo f. 
and plauſtble a Carraiage-can cover malicious and blood 
Deſigns ; That ſuch Men would propagate their Re 
ion, when occaſion ſerves, over the Nec s, and throug 
the Hearts of their Proteſtant Friends, and trample und 
Foot all Relations and all Obligations that ſtood inthe 
way: But this is certainly true, And if they will not vouc 
fafe to be inform'd in their Principles, and ſee wheth 
they carry em ; if they will not learn from ancient Hiſt 
ries of undoubted veracy what thoſe Principles have 
fact produc'd ; if they will not be ſenſible how they ha 
operated of late years, in France, in Germany, in Bohem! 
and in the Palatmate ; if they will not look a little mo 
than I wenty years back at Home, and ſee what wo 
they then made, and how faſt they began i _ 
themic 
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themſelves „If they will nor, I ſay, be at theſe pains, or 
ifany indirect views, any ooo or prejudice blind their 
Eyes, God may in his Mercy ftill Shelter and Protect 
'em; but tis much more likely he ſhould leave em to 
repent their folly, and learn the Truth from 43 

A Second inference to be made, is, that if God pre- 
ſerves the Faithful, then we muſt never forget that the 
Work is His. We muſt not transfer his Glory to ano- 
ther, nor repoſe our confidence in any other Arm. Men 
are too inclinable 10 fix their Eyes upon ſecond Cauſes, 
and do not always look beyond em to the Inviſible 
Hand that directs and Governs; but if a General has 
Wiſdome and Intrepidity, we ought to conſider that 
(God fills his Breaſt with thoſe Glorious Qualities ; tis 
He that gives em; nay, 'tis He that orders and makes 
'em uſefull, If 4 Band of Men are poſſeſs'd with Reſolu- 
tion, ſo that they ſem inſenſihle of Danger, and ſurmount 
Difficulties that, humanly ſpeaking, were Inſuperable : 
"tis God that <levates their Spirits z 'tis He ſtrengthens 
their Hearts, He leads 'em on; they Conquer firſt, 
and Wonder afterwards: This, [ lay, is the caſe where 
nothing is evidently deſcernable but the Conduct of the 
Leader, the good Dilcipline of them that follow; and 
the Cour: of both. But how often is it ſeen that 
ſomethr y, tells our in the courſe of an enterprize quite 
beſide aud bee ſthe firſt detign £ An Error ſometimes 
has prov'd Fortunzte, and too much Care in others has 
been the occaſion of Miſcarriage z their one Batteries 
have ben turn'd upon em. us we are accuſtom'd 
to thi14,, and thus We have learn'd to ſpeak ; but theſe 
are the vperations of God : 'Tis by theſe means he is 
pleas'd to ſlie that he is the Supreme director of Affairs; 
that all events are in His Hands; that He putteth down 
one and ſettetn up another. 

Let it not be imagin d I ſay this to leſſen our Obliga- 
tion to thoſe that have fought our Battels; for we can- 
not eaſily exceed in Honour and Acknowledgment, to 
ſuch as hazard their Lives in the Service of their Coun- 
try; eſpecially to thoſe upon whom the deliberative 
part is incumbent. How great is their Care and Sollici- 
tude whilſt their Projects are upon the Anvil; and who 
tan expreſs the impatient agitation of their * 

e 


F 
the Pangs and Anguiſſrof their Minds whilſt N 
in ſuſpence and the event doubtfal ? The leaſt falſe ſtep 
tarniſhes their Glory, and Misfortune even without 
fault, makes the Ungrateful ready to cancel the Merit of 
their paſt Services; ſo that none but themſelves are able 
to tell us what they feel upon ſuch occaſions, and it is al- 
moſt impoſſible for us to ſet too great a value upon their 
Labours; but ſtill they are God's Tuftruments He is our 
Sovereign Benefactor, He is our Saviour and Redeemeft. 
A Third, and the laſt Inference I ſhall make, is, That 
ſince God rewardeth the Proud, we ſhould be extremely 
careful not to enter into that Character; for if we do, we 
proyoke him to leave our ide, and our Guilty Conſciences 
Will tell us the fault isour own when we find him on the 
contrary part; and this caution is moſt neceſſary in the 
happieſt Seaſon : For Prolperity is leaven to the Mind, 
it makes the Paſſions work, and (wells the deſires ; leads a 
Man oftentimes beyond the limits of Modeſty and Juſtice, 
4 and ſonietimes cranſports him beyond all bounds, to à 
vain Preſumption of his own ſtrength, the ſureſt preſage 
ef an enſuing downfal z but if we will ſecure God on our 
fide, we muſt reſt entirely upon his Protection, uſe no in- 
girect methods of advantage, nor go out of the ways that 
he preſcribes; we muſt not tranſgreſs the rules of Chari. 
ty and Mercy, we muit not for ſake Truth and Integrity, 
e muſt, not in ſhort, treat our Enemies as they treat us; 
but with Prudence and Circumſpection, Conltancy and 
Reſolution, guard againſt their Deſigns, and repel their 
injurious Attempts: And when that is done, keep always 
in a diſpoſition to receive them as Friends, when they are 
ready to repent and lay down their enmity. 


Which God of his Mercy Grant may ſoon come to paſs, 
for the ſake and throngh the Interceſſion of his Son; for the 
Benefit of his Stouſe the Church, for the Peace and Quier of 
Europe, and particnlarly for the Advantange Fl our maſt 
Excellent Queen's Dominions, in their Eccleſiaſtical and 
Civil Intereſis, Amen. 
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